EDUCATION INSIGHT

PERFECT FIT

Choosing the Right School for Your Child

By Daniel Beauregard

nrolling in a new school is one of the
E most important moments of a child’s

life. Whether youre considering a
public, private or parochial school, whether
your child is entering first grade or finishing
high school, it’s crucial to place him or her in
just the right institution—one that will provide
anurturing and challenging experience and will
sculpt him or her into an informed and inde-
pendent thinker.

The Atlanta area offers a wealth of options,
from college-preparatory academies and cultur-
al-immersion schools to experiential-learning
centers and charter schools. That means parents
need to know what type of school they're look-
ing for and the options available to them.

“The process is far easier when families
know what they are looking for in a school,”
says Brian Uitvlugt, vice president and director
of admissions at Eaton Academy in Roswell.

MAKING A LIST
Fortunately, moving to a new city provides an
excellent opportunity for families to find the
school that precisely meets their child’s needs.
Before visiting any schools in the area, make
a list of the qualities you most want in a new
school. Does it feature a strong focus on athlet-
ics or a quality arts program? Does the campus
seem clean? Do the teachers seem confident, the
students cheerful and engaged? P
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In addition, create a list of your
child’s academic, social and emo-
tional strengths and needs. Then
compare and contrast the offerings
of different schools and how they
match up with your list.

“Factors such as student-to-
teacher ratio, extracurricular offer-
ings, availability of before-and-after
care, quality of the curriculum and
the variety of programs offered will
vary significantly from school to
school,” Uitvlugt says.

Of course, the best way to en-
sure that a school meets your child’s
needs is to include your child in the
selection process.

“If the entire family gets involved,
then the process becomes an opportunity for
positive growth and can lead to success,” says
Wendy Williams, an educational consultant.

Ask your children about the subjects they
are passionate about or find difficult, their hob-
bies, sports and outdoor activities they enjoy
and, if they’re older, career goals and post-sec-
ondary plans.

Families living an area with a quality public

school system may wish to explore that option.

Remember that your
child is interviewing
the school to
determine if it will
meet his or her needs.

The first step is to find out which
school serves their neighborhood
by checking the local district’s web-
site, says Courtney Burnett, spokes-
woman for City Schools of Decatur,
a charter school system. Parents can
also visit the Georgia Department
of Education’s website (see sidebar)
to compare schools in the district
they're looking at and other districts
in the state. However, the site only
compares public schools.

If you want to explore indepen-
dent schools that may be a good fit,
the websites for the Atlanta Area As-
sociation of Independent Schools
and the Georgia Independent School
Association are good places to start.

PAYING A VISIT
After doing your homework, visit each prospec-
tive school on your list. Spend time with the
staff and students, and make sure to speak with
parents of children attending the school.
“Often, schools have special potential-par-
ent tours,” says Burnett. “These tours are a great
tool to see the school, meet the administration
and see classrooms in action.”
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1-12 Coed - Small Classes
Structured, Supportive Environment
College Preparatory
Laptop Program
Athletic Programs

770.360.1336 | www.millsprings.org
13660 New Providence Road, Alpharetta, Georgia 30004-3413

Open House: April 10, 2013; May 15, 2013
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Mill Springs Academy

“Success in School... Success in Life”

Extended Day Program
Art, Band, Chorus, Drama
Summer Programs
SACS/SAIS Accredited

Mill Springs Academy maintains a non-discriminatory admissions policy in
regard to race, creed, color, sex, religion, national or ethnic origin.

McGINNIS WOODS

COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Have Your
Camper Join
Us For Our

MAY 28-AUGUST 9 4YEAR OLDS -12 YEAR OLDS

Inspiring Students with the Passion to Excel

5368 McGinnis Ferry Road, Alpharetta, Georgia
770-664-7764 www.mcginniswoods.org

SACS, GAC and NAEYC Accredited

Come and see what other families
have discovered. Your camper can
be part of an amazing summer filled
with great learning opportunities
and fun. Campers imaginations

will be sparked by the caring
counselors, weekly themes, field trips,
water activities and surprises!
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Familiarize yourself with a schools mis-
sion and values and try to get a feel for how
the students and adults interact as a whole. “I
highly recommend that families attend sport-
ing events, plays or musicals to learn about a
school’'s community and athletic or artistic tal-
ents,” Williams says.

Ask questions and encourage your child to
do the same. It’s important that your child un-
derstand that they are interviewing the school
to determine if it will meet his or her needs.

Parents can also request an opportunity to
allow the child to spend some time in each pro-
spective school and shadow another student. “It
is very important for the parents and the stu-
dent to get their own feel of the school’s ‘vibe,”
Uitvlugt says.

After each visit, sit down with your child
and create a list of each school’s strengths and
weaknesses. Along with academic and extracur-
ricular offerings, be sure to factor in travel time
to and from the school, classroom and school
size and, if you're reviewing an independent
school, the costs associated with attending the
school. Review your finances to determine what
financial commitment your family can reason-
ably make and whether you may need to seek
scholarship support.

SEEKING OUTSIDE HELP

There are so many factors to weigh when choos-
ing a school that you may consider hiring an
educational consultant, either to help review
your options or simply to give you another per-
spective.

Wendy Williams says its her goal to make
the process of choosing a school easier. She
takes the time to visit local schools in person so
she can better understand an institution’s aca-
demic rigor and social personality.

Educational consultant groups offer servic-
es ranging from school assessments to student
needs assessments and test preparation. The
Independent Educational Consultants Associa-
tion’s website offers an exhaustive list of edu-
cational consultants both nationally and state-
wide, as well as resources for parents.

In the end, says Burnett, choosing a school
is a personal decision, and parents must do what
they think is best for their child and their family.
By taking the time to make sure you know what
kind of school you're looking for, and knowing
the right questions to ask of teachers, staffers
and parents, you'll be well on the way to mak-
ing the right choice for everyone involved. ®

HELPFUL RESOURCES

Georgia Department of Education
www.doe.k12.ga.us

Atlanta Area Association of Independent Schools
Wwww.aaais.org

Georgia Independent School Association
www.gisaschools.org

Independent Educational Consultants Association
www.iecaonline.com

The

Bedford
School

F;; Children With Learning Differences

Maximizing Potential
Maximizes Success

* Grades 1-9

* Ability grouping

* Beautiful 45-acre
campus in Fairburn

* Challenge course

* Squirrel Hollow Camp

Open House:
Apr. 28, 2-4 p.m.

ACCREDITED BY THE

GEORGIA ACCREDITING
COMMISSION AND THE SOUTHERN
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS.
The Bedford School maintains a non-discriminatory policy concerning admissions,
employment, use of facilities or scholarships on the basis of sex, race, color, religion or national origi

770-774-8001

www.thebedfordschool.org
5665 Milam Road, Fairburn, GA 30213

College prep school for traditional
learners and those with mild to
moderate learning differences

QJ@}) PreK thro%
“Yonalized Goals
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Sophia
Academy

2880 Dresden Dr., Atlanta
404.303.8722 | sophiaacademy.org

Celebrating 60 years of Catholic Education
W

Dually }@reditezﬁ’ SACSllcbd SAIS
Challenging Curriculum
Established in 1953
Fine Arts, Spanish
GradesK - 8
Now Accepting Appications!
Call 770-428-3328 for information

National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
81 Lacy Street, Marietta GA 30060

www.stjosephschool.org

SJCS does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race,
age, national or ethnic origin or disability.

www.newcomeratlanta.com | Newcomer Magazine | 17



